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Enter yein atthe stratt gate, for wideis the gate 
and broad is the way ¢hat leadeth to destruction, and 


many there be which go in thereat: Because strait 
is the gate and narrow is the way that leadeth unto 
life,and few there be that find wt. Matt. vir. 13, 14. 
1. We have reason to be astonished at the cre- 
dulity of people, in this age of free investigation and 
inquiry ; that they should greedily swallow the most 
monstrous absurdities of which we can conceive, 
without examination or criticism. Did our Lord 
state, that only a small part of all men shall ulu- 
mately be saved ? He did not. Did he say that, 
all! who entered at the wide gate should be endlessly 
miserable ? He did not. Is there any thing said in the 
discourse of which these words area part, concerning 
endless sufferings ? Not aword. Notwithstanding 
these are incontrovertible facts, the multitude are 
incautiously lead to gaze upon the text, as though 
it expressed, in the most decisive manner, the cer- 
tain and unutterabie misery of all who ever were, 
in the way to destruction. But who does not see, 
it would prove infinitely too much ? Who has not 
walked in the way to destruction ? Have not the ad- 
vocates for endless misery, ‘* gone tn thereat 2”— 
Have they always been travelling Zion-ward? How 
frequently do we see men, living in the apparent 
disregard of all moral and religious principle till 
far advanced in life, running a wilful and mad career 
in the broad road to destruction ; when by some re- 
markable occurrence their attention is excited to 
divine things, their eyes are opened to a discovery of 
the tolly and wickedness of their conduct, and they 
turn away from vanities to serve and enjoy the living 
and true God ? ‘The abettors for the final misery 
of all who enter at the * wide gate,” will not deny 
but that such as have gone in that “ broad way” for 
many years, have been reclaimed and made holy, 
Then the main question in dispute, is surrendered ; 
because it remains for them to prove thatthe many 
“‘who go in thereat,” may notas well be finally saved 
as a few of them, without doing violence tothe 
words of Christ. Al! sinners as such, that is, so far 
as they are sinful, are in the road to ruin. ‘The 1e- 
jection of the law which is holy, just and good, de- 
manding supreme love to God and good will to man, 
isa palpable evidence of one’s pursuing a downward 
course. “Whose mouth is full of cursing and 
bitterness. Their feet are swiftto shed blood. De- 
struction and misery are in their ways, and the way 
of peace they have not known.” 

2. Strattisthe gate and narrowis the way that 
leadeth unto life. By this declaration, the Saviour 
probably alluded to the evidences which he was about 
to give of his Messiahship and divine legation. The 
question which constituted the principal hindrance 
to a profession of the christian religion was, Is this 
new teacher the Son of God, or the Messiah men- 
tioned by the prophets ? When any became convinc- 
ed uf the affirmative of this question, they were 
ready to espouse his cause, and follow him as a duly 
authorized leader. Hence we find it a primary 
object with Jesus, in his doctrine, his miracles, and 
parables, to prove hiinself to be the Son of God, 
sent into the world todo the will of his Father. 
He frequently r edtothe law and the prophets, 
«sserting the t of many things embraced in 
them, thro ersecutions, sufferings, miracles 
and death, ustration of the ancient predic- 
tions by the prophets, and in the Psalms, relating to 
himself as the promised Redeemer of Israel, was a 
fale or pathway into that divine kingdom, which he 
€éstublished on earth ; and for which we should pray, 
“Thy kingdom come, they will be dove in earth, as it 
isdone in heaven.” The disciples of the Saviour 
might well be exhortedto “enter in at the strait 







few were those who embraced it. 


tin Jesus ; but to the number who believed, and en- 


indeed.” 
dead. 
Jesus, as to see the gate, to hear his discourses, see 
his miracles and obtain some outward blessings, they 


ry of his reign. 
to persevere in the cause of their master, and take 
up their cross daily, that they might reign with him, 
the way they were to travel 1s called narrow.— 
“* Strait was the gate,” because the evidences of the 
sonship and divine legation of Jesus, were direct and 
plain ;—and_ the way which succeeded was narrow 
and difficult, on account of the many obstacles with 
which they would meet, in maintaining his religion. 
When they first engaged in his cause, they had but a 
glimpse at his character, as the sun of righteousness 
and she Saviour of the world, and must pursue on 
in the pathway of truth, acquiring new degrees of 
knowledge, light, grace and strength. Hence we 
are told thas, “many of his disciples believed on 
him ; that is, that they had a more fall understand- 
ing of his character asthe Son of God. The in- 
fluence of tradition, veneration for the Jewish rituals 
and a misapprehension of some of the sayings of 
Jesus, all conspired to render perseverance difficult, 
and to make the path in which they travelled, appear 
extremely narrow. Aud because of certain sayings 
which were considered hard or cifficult, many of 
the disciples went back and followed him no more. 


WHiIcH LEADETH UNTO LIFE. As Jesus is the 
name whereby we are saved, and as “ God has given 
(0 us eternal life, and this life is in his Son,” the evt- 
dences by which men are brought to a belief in him, 
are the gate avd the way which conduct unto life. 
Jesus said,**I am the resurrection and the life: 
he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall 
he live : and whosoever jiveth arid ‘believeth in me 
shall never die.” And now, reader, “ believest thou 
this?” If you auswer in the affirmative, and do 
really believe that * Jesus is the Clirist, the Son 
of God, that should come into the world,” you are 
in the strait and narrow way, which leadeth unto life. 
Jesus or his doctrine is the way the truth and the 
life. He is the door into the sheep-fold, He is the 
* all and in all” to those who believe in him, to the 
special salvation of the soul, 

And few there be which goin thereat. Compare: 
with the many who heard the sound of the gospel, 
The text was not 
spoken, as has already been made evident, with re- 
spect to the number who would ultimately be blessed 


joyed the special salvation. “ We trust inthe living 
God, who is the Saviour of all men, specially of those 
who believe.” Jesus saith, “Thy faith hath saved 
thee.” By grace are ye saved through faith.’”— 
There were but few who entered into the spirituality 
and power of the gospel, and increased in knowl- 
edge and faith, as the system of divine truta was an- 
folded yet more and more, conducting through a se- 
ries of opposition, trials, sufferings, and death, to 
the full splendor of life and immortality, revealed in 
the resurrection and glorification of the Saviour of 
the world. 

St. Luke says, “ Many shall strive to enter therein 
but shall not be able.” But the reason is immedi- 
ately assigned, “ For when once the master of the 
house hath risen up and shut to the door, and ye be- 
gin to stand without and knock, saying, Lord, Lord, 
open untous: then shall he say, [never knew you: 
depart from me ye workers of iniquity.” By a care- 
ful attention to this subject, you will be convinced 
that, these words related primarily to those whe 
were favored with the ministry of Christ, and reject- 
ed the council of God against themselves. “As the 
children of the kingdom” by promise, “ they were 
cast out,” and * the kingdom was taken from them 


were some insincere professors, who “ followed hiin 
lor the Joaves and fishes,” and were not “ disciples 
They had a name to live, and yet were 
Though they so far approached the Lord 


did not enter in at the strait gate, and enjoy the glo- 
As it was necessary lor the disciples 


of.” ‘They “counted themselves unworthy of etér- 
val life,” and the ministry thereof was turned to the 
Gentiles. Then was the door shut against the Jews, 
till the fulness of the Gentiles be come in, and then 
shall all Israel be saved. ‘For if the casting away 
of them (the Jews) be the reconciling of the world, 
but life from the dead 2” 
away for unbelief, and to whom the door of privil- 


Salvation, till the resurrection ; which would be em- 
phatically “ life from the dead.” 


leadeth to destruction and many there be which ge 
in thereat.” 

Every thing which prevents the doctrine of Je 
sus from producing conviction in the mind of the 
hearers, is the gate to destruction. ne force of 
prejudice, the blindness of the mind, the partiality 
of the heart, perversion of his sayings, a misapplica- 
tion of the law and the prophets,together with an un- 
willingness to walk in his path and obey his precepts, 
rendered the way of Jesus narrow, and the road to 
destruction broad. From the thousand causes which 
would cherish a spirit of unbelief and hardness of 
heart, thousands would persist inthe course to ruin. 
Many indeed were those who rejected the great mip 
ister of salvation and peace, and followed the miser- 
able superstitions of a deluded priestcraf?, the sense- 
less traditions of their ancestors, and the corrupt and 
unreasonable lessons of the blind doctors and ex- 
pounders of the law. The course they pursued lead 
to destruction indeed. It lead them to destroy oth- 
ers. ‘They destroy«d the followers ; destroyed the 
Lamb of God; ‘'Triumphed in momentary suc- 
cess and revelled in the work of destruction. Op- 
position to Jesus and the word of his salvation, lead 
them through a wide and cheerless waste, ‘ destroy - 
ing others by themselves destroyed.” The course 
which they pursued was nothing but misery and 
death. The enemy of righteousness which raukled 
in their bosoms, prevented all the calm sunshine of 
peace, and hope, and joy which cheers the pathway 
of faith and obedience, Sin is the deadly viper, 
whose fang is most deleterious to those in whose 
bosom it lives. The personal enemies of Jesus, 
persisted in that course in which the world is repre- 
sented to be, by the sacred writers. “We have be- 
fore proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they ere all 
under sin. As itis written, There is io e right- 
eous ; no, not one. The poison of asps is uoder 
their dips. Whose mouth is full of cursing and bit- 
terness: Their feet ate swiftto shed blood : De- 
struction and misery are in their ways.—Now we 
know that what things the law saith, it saith to them 
that are under the law ; that every mouth may be 
stopped, and all the world become guilty before God. 
Therefore by the deeds of the law shall no man be 
justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowl- 
edge of sin.” Destruction sometimes implies the 
heavy judgments which follow the stubborn workers of 
iniquity. “ Thensudden destruction cometh upon 
them. “ And shall bring upon themselves swift de- 
struction.” Whose judgment now of a long time 
Ingereth not, and their datmpaiion slumbereth not.” 
Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction, 
from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of 
his power.” The consequences of sin are described 
by destruction, 


As it was said of Israel, “ O Israel thou hast de- 
stroyed thyself; but in me isthine help.” ‘And so 
all Israel shall be saved.”’ In consequence of over- 
grown iniquities, the antedeluvian world was destroy- 
ed by a flood ; Sodom and Gomorrah by fire and 
brimstone from heaven; and those to whom the 
words of our text had immediate reference, who re- 
jected the ministry of Jesus were destroyed in like 
inanner. But the great and almighty Restorer of all 








gate, and walk in the narrow way ;” because there 


and given toa nation bringing forth the fruits there- 





things, Jews and Gentiles, will ultimately overcome 





(the Gentiles) what shall the receiving of them be, 
As those who were casi 


eges could not be opened for ages, would die in their 
unbelief, they would not be brought to a state of 


S$. “ Wide is the gate and broad is the way that 
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all enemies, and destroy even, death hell and destruc- 
tion itself. There shall be 10 more sin, neither sor- 
row, pain, or suffering, for behold all things shall be 
made new. There shall be a new heaven and new 
earth, as well as new creatures to inhabitthem. Re- 
generation shall become universal, and every creat- 
ure in heaven, on earth, under the earth, and all in 
the seas ; shall be heard saying, blessing and honor, 
and glory and power, be unto him that sitteth upon 
the throne, and to the Lamb forever. Amen. 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 


BROTHERLY LOVE. 





of God,” who “is love.” And unless our hearts are 
influenced by this celestial inhabitant, we cannot be 
the disciples of Christ. By the exercise of brotherly 
love, sympathetic feelings sanctify and influence the 
affections of mankind, and teach them to feel for 
the miseries of fellow-nature ; and also to bear each 
others burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ. Ev- 
ery professor of the religion of Jesus, is under the 
strongest obligations to cultivate this flower of para- 
dise, which, like its divine Author is eternal, and ex- 
tends its fragrance from the present to the future, 
until amid heaven’s meredian splendor, its possessor 
finds a sweet repose in the soft bosom of eternity, to 
dwell with God, the fountain of love. 

Let it ever be remembered by all christian profes- 
sors, that without this distinguishing mark of Christ, 





No principle, of disposition, Can be more necessa- 


ry, or better adorn the character of the professed | 


fuilower of the meek and lowly Jesus, than that of 
brotherly fove. It as the deciaration of hin who 
“ spake as never man spake,” thal, by this shall ail 
tien huow that ye ave my disciples if ye have love 
one to another.” 
fess the religion oj Jeous, that God, who is the su- 
preme object of our religious adoration and praise, 
possesses i the fulness of fits divine nature, the prin- 
ciple of love and benevolence ; and all equally agree, 
that the nearer we approach to Grod, the center oi ail 
moral perfection, the vearer we atirive to supreme 
felicity, and the more we shail be led to obey the 
moral precepts of the gospel of Jesus, which are to 
* love one another, with pure hearts fervently.” ~All, 
theieture, Who do pout possess this heaven-bern dispo- 
sition, must be viewed in the light of divine truth, as 
strangers to the mild and gentle spirit, ana benign 
infiueuce of that gospel, which breathes * peace on 
earth and good will towards men.” This principle 
Was O1igially Considered the only proper criterion, 
by which to determine conceriing the sincerity of 
every professes believer in christianity, and it 1s equal- 
ly as safe to adoptit as a standard in latter, as in 
former times. 

Goud, whose name and nature is love, and who lov- 
ed us even while we were sinners, is the Author of 
this divine disposition. From hin, like a stream 
from the fountain, proceeds this divine principle, 
which, when inbaled by man, produces in the heart 
those softand gentle affections which we denominate 
brotherly love, and is the brightest ornament of the 
christian profession, It is the celestial link which unites 
man to man, and the golden chain that holds heaven 
and earth together, Its nature well comports with 
the beauty and excellency of its divine Author. 
Whoever will cast a conteiuplative eye upon the pro- 
fuse bounties of God, which constantly surrounds us, 
all flowing from the same divine source with this 
standard of christian perfection, must be convinced 
of the divinity of its origin, and of its happy and sal- 
utary effects upon the hearts and lives of men, Like 
every other principle or disposition, which has its 
virth in heaven, it is mild, gentle and benignant, and 
stands opposed to all egotism or austerity, and con- 
demns with mildness, that spirit which says, “ stand 
by thyself: come not near me, for I im holier than 
thou.” This is the nature of brotherly love, as ex- 
emplified in the life and character of Jesus Christ 
our elder brother. ‘This divine and illustrious per- 
sonage, who was the appointed agent in the wise 
economy of heaven, for the accomplishment of his 
father’s benevolent designs, disphiyed in the most 
vivifying colors, the nature of this disposition. He 
was constantly surrounded with enemies the most 
virulent, with malice the most inveterate, and perse- 
eution the most unrelenting, yet, under those inaus- 
picious circumstances, he ever manifested in the most 
glowing and engaging colors, the nature and tenden- 
cy of the principle for which we now contend. » He 
never exalted himself above his proper station, o1 
ever secluded himself from the meinest of the sub- 
jects, included in his divine mission; but ever had 
“compassion on the ignorant and those who were 
out of the way,” and “ made himself of no reputation, 
but ever demonstrated by a life of love, and of the 
renderest sympathies, that he came not to call the 
righteous, but sinners to repentance.” ‘This princi- 
ple, should, therefore, characteiize every professed 
deliever in Jesus Christ, who ‘is the express image 


It is acknowiedyed by all who pro- 


our “faith is vain and we are yet in our sins.” And 
‘that while we suffer the frozen hand of discord and 
| disfellowship, to intercept between the hands of broth- 
erly love, we cannot be followers of Hii, who, from 
the priveiple of love, gave himself a ransom for all, 
jto be testified in due time.” L. Bers, 
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THE CHRISTIAN OPITULATOR......No. 1 


On the doctrines of Baron Immanuel Siwedenborg. 


AN esteemed anv venerated friend of mine at Bath, 
where I understand the Swedenborgian doctrine is 
quite extensively einbraced, recently sent me a book 
f voring that doctrine, in hope as [ suppose of con- 
verting me to Swedenborgianism. I have perused 
that, and a number of other books which he had be- 
fore sent me, as | trust with charity and candor, But 
as yet [ ai unable to believe them. That people 
may not think strange of m) unbelief, IT will just in 
form them of the man and bis doctrines, that they 
| may judge whether [ ain wilfuily blind or not. 

It appears that Baron Immanuel Swedenborg was 
born at Stockholm, in Sweden, in the year 1689.— 
According to all accounts be was a man of extraor- 
dinary genius and profound learning. His distin- 
guished abilities raised him in early life, to Royal 
distinction ; and in the year 1719, he was ennobled 
by Queen Ulrica Eleanora. He died in 1772, aged 
83 years. He professes to have had a divine revela- 
tion made to him, when he was 54 years of age; at 
which time, he was enabled, as he says, to find out 
ihe secret mysteries of God, and of our eternal des- 
tiny. But we will give his own words: “ The Lorp 
HIMSELF was graciously pleased to manifest himself 
io me, his. unworthy servant, in a personal manner, 
in the year 1743, to open ta ine, a sight of the spirit- 
ual world, and to enable me to converse with spirits 
and angels, and this privilege has continued with me 
to this day. From that time I began to print and 
publish varions unknown arcana (mystertes) which 
have been either seen by me, or revealed to ine.” 

These works are contained in 37 volumes, and the 
price of the whole is upwards of eighty dollars. 

One of the main objects of Swedenborg’s effort 
was, to persuade people that a new dispensation had 
commenced under him, or that the New-Jerusalem 
then came down unto men. He professes to be a di- 
vinely inspired personage, whose doctrines, being, as 
he says, THE TRUTH, people are bound to believe 
and obey. His writings therefore, we presume, are 
to be holden as sacred as the bible; in fact we see 
not, but they supercede the use of the bible, as they 
embrace, not oaly all the truth therein contained, 
but also pretend te reveal many things which we do 
not findthere. If his writings are the effect of a new 
and divine revelation, it is certainly necessary, that 
people should possess them, as much as they now do 
the old bible. But this is not likely soon to. be for, 
how many of our population can afford to expend 
over. eighty dollars for them ? 

Now it appears to me, and [ wish to be charitable, 
for, if those writings contain the truth, I wish most 
solemnly to know it,—that we have at least reason 
to doubt their authenticity. We are never called on 
in our old fashioned good “ book ef books,” to be- 
lieve any thing without evidence ; and where is the 
evidence that Swedenborg was inspired? I have 
looked in vain for it. It is true we are told that he 


was a good moral man, and a man of extraordinary 

















talents. So were Robespierre, Voiney, Paine, Boll- 
ingbroke, Hume, and others ; but their talents are no 


evidence of the truth of their systems. We are ask- 
ed what could induce such an exemplary and pro- 
found man to assert what he did, unless he was in 
fact atrue messenger. And I will inquire what could 
induce Hume, Paine, and others, to write as they 
did? They were men of as great talents, and for 
aught I know of as good character, 

But if Swedenborg be a true messenger, he must 
have other evidence to prove his inspiration; for “in 
the mouth of two or three witnesses shall every word 
be established.” But here, we bave no witness but 
himself. He says, he was the servant of God, who 
appeared to him in a personal manner, and revealed 
to him the heavenly mysteries, aud this is all the ev- 
idence we have of it, and this is just none atall. He 
did not, hke the ancient prophets and apostles, work 
miracles to prove his wmissiun ; this he could not do. 
How then shall we be convinced? But, say his fol- 
lowers, just so they said about Christ. They did 
not. They could not deny his miracles. But be- 
cause Jesus was called an impostor, does it prove that 
Swedenborg was not? Some people amongst us 
seem to think, that Swedenborg must have been a 
true prophet because, both he and Christ were dis- 
credited! With as much propriety might a mahom- 
etan contend, that Mahomet was the true prophet, 
because we doubt him as much as, or more, than the 
Jews did our Saviour. Swedenborg pretended to 
converse with God and angels;-so did Mahomet.— 
Swedenborg pretended that he went to heaven and 
to hell, &c.; so did Mahomet. Between the two, I 
absolutely think, that the balance is in favor of Ma- 
homet, because there are some circumstances in the 
life of him, testified of by historians which appear 
miraculous ; but there is nothing aside from his cpse 
dixit which appears so’in the life of Swedenborg.—- 
Mahomet pretended that the angel Gabriel delivered 
him the Koran in a cave. Now we who deny his 
authority must suppose, that he either wrote uw him- 
self, or procured some one else to do it. But Doct. 
Prideaux himself, who writes against him, IT thisk 
acknowledges, there is something mysterious in the 
affair. Mahomet was a man of no learning at all.— 
He could neither read nor write. And at that time, 
Dr. P. says, there could not be found hardly a man 
in Arabia that could. Yet the Koran is a specimen 
of the most pure writing ‘that ever was written. A 
mahometan would say, Mahomet did pot write it, 
neither was therea man in Arabia that could ; conse- 
queatly he must have received it as he professes, from 
heaverr, Dr. P. contends also, that Mahomet pre- 
tended to work some miracles, though some writers 
before him denied it. 

Now between the two, though I would not by any 
means offend my friends, but would be charitable, I 
do think that we have more reason to believe in Ma- 
homet than in Swedenborg. It is true Mahomet 
failed, when in describing the seven heavens and giv- 
ing their exact height, he found a cock, in, as I think, 
the third story, whose height unfortunately was found 
to be greater than the aggregate of the height of all 
the heavens added together; the distance even be- 
tween his eyes being as I think several thousand 
days ride,—yet if his statement is contradictory, it is 
not more so than Swedenborg’s is ridiculous, He 
describes very minutely the dress of the heavenly 
family—saw the horses tied to the posts in heaven, 
and found the [rish spinning and weaving linen there. 

On the whole there is one thing wm favor of Swe- 
denborg. Noone can say it is not true ;—neither 
can any one say that Mahomet’s visions were nof real. 
If this is admitted as proof, every visionary could es- 
tablish his doctrines. 

I am sorry to differ from my frie 
I know there are a great many 
who believe in Swedenborg, an ensible his 
doctrine is spreading among us ; ral!, I must 
have more evidence in favor of it before T can em- 
brace it. Judge ye, gentle reader, whether the wri- 
ter is to be censured for his disbelief in the doctrines 
fof Swedenborg. ORTIGEN. 
EE I EST ED BE SIE TIS SRE 
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Proposals have been issued for publishing semi- 
monthly, at Little-Falls, N.Y. a work to be entitled 
the “Gosprext Inquirer,” devoted to the doctrine 





of God’s universal benevolence.—Price $1 per ann 
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A REMARKABLE INFANT. 

An article in the “ Christian Mirror,” under the 
%opiruary” head, selected from the Christian Re- 
pository, gives an account of a very remarkable 
intunt, by the name of Archibald Alexander Littie, 
who departed this life at New Castle, Dei. aged five 
yeas. Among other things of the same character, 
we bave the toilowing statements. 


1. ‘* This lovely boy was one of whom it may with 
truth be said, **he was sanctified from the wom.” 
Tr. first tisptogs from bis infant voice, were those o! 
devotion ; aod as his tender mind unfolded, each 
opening leal became inscribed with love to Gud, auc 
delight mm His holy word.” 

2 * Although be was always fond of, and disposeu 
fo listen to religious imstruction, yet during the Jast 
twelve months his relgious affections and habits 
assumed a more decided charac ter.” 

3. ** His deep sensibility for sin, has often discovered 
itself, by the melting softuess which dissolved his | ttle 
heart mw floods of sorrow, whenever his lost and gutlts 
condition, as a sinner, Was represented to him. This 
was rematkably evidenced during the last fast day. 
Thus early can the heart of a child feel aud pe: form its 
duty when the Eloly Spirit impresses truth witb his 
irresistible power.” 

4. * His delight in prayer was no less remarkable 
than his sense of sin, and offen has his little soul pour 
ed forth its breathiogs 10 bis own intant manner,which, 
as ul taught by the God of prayer, Was generally 
language of sempture.,  Elisardent love for the word 
of God was so constant ana unwavering, that all who 
noticed it, were struck with its fervor, Never fora 
moment was his attention diverted, when reading to 
him the word of God.” 

5. ** Thus om every occasion, did this little boy show 
forth his love to that Jesus, who * suffers little children 
fo come vuto him and forbids them not.°—Tbhe Lord 
Jesus marked him for bis own, and ior ali that was lovely, 
amiable, mteresting or excehent, he was indebted to 
thal grace, the praise of which ts so often * perfected 
from the mouths of babes and sucklings.” It is not in 
bim that teacheth, nor im bim that is taught to chang: 
the heart, but alone in tbe free grace of that beuevo 
leut Saviour whose love and mercy «wre sung on earth, 
and im beaven by millions of infant souls. And that this 
littie one now stands belore the throne, arrayed in bis 
righteousness, and triumphing through his merits, is en 
tirely owing to matchless grace, which now tunes hi- 
redeemed lips to sing the soug of Moses and the Lamb.” 


Had we reason to suppose that the above extracts 
of infantile biography, would fall into the hands of 
none but such as have come to the years of maturity 
and are disposed to weigh and decide on stories of 
this description, according to rules of sound reason 
and just criticism, we should consider all remarks 
unnecessary. ‘The inconsistency, contradicuuns ana 
incredibility of the account, would subject it to that 
disbelief and rejection, which are its just desert. 
For the benefit of the more inexperienced part of our 
readers, we shall indulge in a few candid observa- 
tions? which ought to be read with care and in the 
spirit of christian charity. 

No candid reader ought to dispute but that a very 
amiable, promising child, by the name of 4. A. Lat- 
ile, died in New Castle, Del. as above stated; bur 
that chere was any just ground for giving him the 
above character, we have much reason to question 
Let us proceed to a fair consideration of a few par- 
ticalars. 

1. If we admit the first part of the story, viz. that 
“this little boy wasin truth sanctified from the womb,” 
is there any remarkable that “ the first lispings 
of his infa e should be those of devotion ?” 
Wonld it 16 ve been as remarkable for it to have 
been otherwise, as it would for one who was born 
totally depraved, to have been thus devout? Our 
orthodox, divines contend for the entire depravity of 
little children, because, they say th@first actions are 
disobedient ; and that these actions are perfectly 
natural. Heuce by parity of reasoning we must also 
Maintain, that the little lad above mentioned, having 
been sanctified from the womb, must be devout and 
bolv, ar he would violate the laws of Ats nature. It 







able, on the supposition that the first statement 1s 
true, had his actions been indevout. The only thing 
remarkable thus far, is, that he should have been 
sanctified so “early.” Neither can we forbear to 
remark that the stigwa which the story fastens on 
Alexander’s “ younger brother,” for not being so holy 
as he, is both injurious and cruel. Let us inquire :— 
Would not the * younger brother,” have been equally 
as good, if he had been sanctified as early—had 
“been marked as Christ’s own”—had been moved 
by “the irresistible power of the Holy Ghost?” He 
certainly would; and the account admits that he 
idol of the family would noi have been religions,had 
not the irresistible power of Jesus made him so. 
Yet, dear reader, the story savs, that in reading 
“ The two Lambs,” he said “Tam Peace, I want to 
stay in the pleasant pastures and tay in the shepherd’s 
boson; but brother is Inexperience, for the Goats, 
who are wicked people, wiil entice him away from 
the fold ;” and all this tantalizing talk was approved 
by the parents, as an indication of his celestial birth, 
The reader must not forget this, as it 1s the legitimate 
fruits of that limitartan doctrine, for the support ot 
which the story is fabricated. A living child is pub- 
lished to the world as the companion of * Goats,” 
that his degradation may contribute to the glory of 
his deceased brother, with whom he would have 
stood upon an equal, had not electiny grace,sanctified 

and marked, and irresistibly influenced one to the 
exclusion of the other. If the parents of these chil- 

dren possessed that partiality for the departed boy, 

that under these circumstances, they can approve of 
the above story, no candid reader will hesitate, in 

pronouncing them idolators at the shrine of infantile 

ylaces, : 

2. It will be natural for us to inquire how it is 

possible for a child who was holy from his birth, 

ardently, constantly and irresisubly pious, and who 

Was never jor a moment inattentive to the word olf 

God, to have better atfe tions and form betler habits 

during his last illness?) What new character could 

he assume, more devout and honorable than what 

was already given him? Here ihe story begins its 

cdntradictions, and increases in absurdity to the end. 

3. But to our utter astonislument we are next in- 

formed of “the deep sensibility for stn, which dis- 

solved his little heart in floods of sorrow, when his 
lost and gualty condition, as a sinner, was represented 

tohnuo! What! the angelic infant whose heart was 

renewed from his birth, whose first aspirations were 

devout, Whose every moment was remarkable for 

piety ; is he deeply involved in sin, guilt, and ruin? 

When did he commit those awful crimes, which 

were lamented in floods of grief? Surely, not since 

he came from the womb; because from the moment 

of bis birth, he was sanctified, marked and trresistt- 

bly moved by the Holy Ghost! Every reader must 

discover, even to children themselves, that this article 

in the wonderful story, destroys all that preceded it. 

4. Asitis a misuse of time to protract our re- 

marks on this incredible account, it may be well to 

direct our attention to the climax of its absurdity ; 

which is, “that for aLu which was lovely, amiable, 

interesting, or excellent he was indebted to that 

grace,” &c. Here is the doctrine of total depravity, 

with a witness; and it goes very well with most 

readers, since the smiling serpent has been changed, 

* by free grace” to an innocent lamb, so far as the 

little Alexander Archibald was concerned. But in 

what character does it presen: the younger brother, 

who is not four years old, and is to be lead from the 

fold ty.the goats ? Does not every reader see that 

it is plainly saying, he bas nothing in him either 

lovely, amiable or interesting? What parent will 

not shudder at a representation so horrible. As a 

father, mv Llood freezes at the account. It is an ex- 

press contradiction of the sayings of Christ. By 

looking carefully wtv this mysterious subject, we 

shall discover that it goes to prove the final misery 

of all infants who die without regeneration. Sup- 

pose the remarkable infant had been taken from tune 

to eternity, a moment before the wonderful change 

took place! Would not his guilt, depravily, anv 

ungodliness have rendered him finally miserable ? 

This is the point which the fabricated story was de- 

signed to fortify ; & it is wrought up in such charming 
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would make parenis consent to the eternal misery of 
their childvea, uuless they had met with a similar 
change. It woud lead them to teach their “ little 
ones,” that they were serpents in disguise, and pos- 
sessed nothing lovely or engagmg. The syren song 
which our preachers have ehaunted that litle ehil- 
dre bave a promise of heaven, must be exchanged 

jor the puritan doctrine, that © hell is pavea with im- 
fant skulls not a span long.” Thus do the serpentine 
doctrines of orthodoxy, crawl into our very bos sins 

belore we are aware. Learning, ingenuity, and ar- 
tifice combine, making up a story with such match- 
less art thatthe credujous and Uususpecting swailuw 

the destructive ingredient, designed to paralize tne 

moral sensibilities of the human heart, and reconcile 
parents to the unending torments of their angel sons 
and daughters. This isthe natural effeet the doc- 

trine of election and reprobation, as tauglit in The- 

o'ogical Seminaries It corresponds with the orthodox 

notion of the inherent depravity of our nature. Peo- 

ple of that stamp, who understand their system, ¢u aot 

believe a greater portio» will be saved of those who 

die in tofancy, than of an equal number who de- 

part this life, atany other age. No candid reader 

therefore can avoid discovering that the circulation 

of this specimen of priestcraft and superstition, was 

designed to countenance and support that abomina- 

ble imposition. In opposing it we become an advo- 

cate for the present amiableness and future bliss of 

little children. We announce the kind promises of 

the Lord Jesus to those mourning parents who have 

tearfully watched over their dying infants, and seen 

them give up the ghost, without any spiritual change. 

Allsuch are earnestly exhorted to reject the merciless 

tradition of men, & listen to the sweet voice of Jesus, 

“ Suffer little children to come unto me and forbid 

them not, for of such is the kingdom of heaven.” 


ne 


CONVERSION IN THE MINISTRY. 
The Rev. Mr. BeLtrour, who has been for many 
years a Baptist minister in Charlestown, (Mass.) has 
recently become a Universalist. On the last Sabbath 
morning he inade an avowal of his sentiwents to his 
congregation. 

The friends of Universal grace and salvation can- 
not but be thankful for this valuable acquisition 
to the number of those who proclaim eternal life sure 
in Christ Jesus for all mankind. Mr. Belfour is the 
learned author of the Letters to Prof Stuart, which 
appeared some time since in the Univeralist Maga- 
zine, signed “ An Inquirer after Truth.” 

[ Boston Uni. Mag. of May 31. 
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(cp Br. Hosea Batzou, of Boston, is expected to 
perform divine service in the Church of the First Uni- 
versalist Society in this lown, Tomorrow. ( Sunday.) 
POE EIT SPSS ee 


ORDINATIONS AND DEDICATIONS. 


On Wednesday, the 29th ult. Br. B. WHITTEMORE was ordained 
to the pastoral care of the Universalist Society in Seituate, Mass.— 
Br. H. Ballou,of Boston, preached on the occasion, and Brs. T. 
Whittemore, H. Ballou, 2d, S. Stetson,and W. Morse, were present, 
and took a part in the services. 

On Wednesday, the 4th inst Br. DAVID PICKERING was in- 
stalled over the Frst Universalist Society,in Providence, R. I. —Br. 
John Bisbee, Jr. preached the sermon. Brs. Dean, Kiilam, and Fal 

ler, were also present, and took part in the services. 

On the 19th ult. the new and handsome Universalist Meeting 
House,in Shrewsbury, Mass. was solemnly dedicated to the worsbip 
of God,—In the aftervoon, Be. JACOB WOOD was instalied as pas- 
tor of the Society worshipping in said House’ Brs. Dean, Wood, 
Monroe, Hadson, and Maynard, took part in the exercises. 

On the 29tb inst. a new Universalist Meeting Fouse,in Medway, 
Mass. was dedicated tothe future solemn worship of the Great Head 
of the Church—Sermon by Br Hosea Ballou, of Boston. 
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MARRIED. 
In Westbrook, by Rev. Mr. Streeter, Mr. James Cousins, to Miss 
Paulina Lowell. 
In Falmouth, on Monday evening last, by Rev. Mr. Streeter, Mr. 
Silas Noyes, to Miss Sophia Knight. 
In Putney, Vt. Hon. William D. Williamson,of Bangor, Me. to 
Miss Susan, daughter of the Hon. Phinehas White. 


% 
DIED, 

In this town, on the Sthinst. Mr. Villiem Emery, Jr.aged 28. Ne 
was a virtuous, iudustrious * honest mao,” and during bis shortand 
very painful illness, manifested great reconciliation to the Divine 
pleasure in the dispensations of Providence; andin the unwavering 
belief of the final restoration of all things, unitormly declared his 
willingness to exchange this, tor the futare, ankoowe world, 

In Marlborough, Mass Widow Anna Winchester, aged 78 For 
many vearsshe had been a firm believer in Ged'’s Universal Crrace 
Sbe enjoved her reason to thedast, and died in fall beliel of God’ 








ind vivid colors, that the love and admiration which 





would have been remarkable, yea wholly unaccount- 


it would be likely toexcite for the departed infant, 





Universal Love to all mankind ; affording another proot that Un. 
versalism is both good to live and die by 
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POETRY. 
SONG OF THE ANGEL. 
« Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will to men.” 


Array’d in clouds of golden light, . 
’ More bright than Heaven’s resplencent bow, 
Jehovah’s angel caine by night, 

To bless the sleeping world below! 
How soft the music of his tongue! 
How sweet the hallowed strains he sung! 











Good will henceforth to man be given ;” 
The light of glory beams on earth ; 
Let angels tune the harps of heaven, 
And saints below rejoice with mirth: 
On Bethlehem’s plains the shepherd’s sing, 
And Judah’s children hail their King ! 
[ Moore’s Sacred Melodies. 





Communications. 








FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER, 





Mr. Eprror—I wish to offer, through the medium 
of your useful publication, a few remarks on the im- 
portance of a thorough understanding of the lan- 
xtage which we use upon any subject, and particu- 
larly upog that of religion, Many of the errors and 
liquietudes of mankind, may be traced, it is believed 
to a careless use of fashionable expressions. We are 
very prone to adopt popular words and phrases, with- 
outexamining whether they are suitable or unsuitable 
to the subjects to which we apply them. This was an 
impropriety prevalent in the apostolic age. Paul 
tells us of some in his day, who desired to be teach- 
ers of the law, but knew neither what they said, nor 
whereof they affirmed. It is not probable that this 
error was confined exclusively to the law, abstractly 
considered, It doubtless occurred in conversation 
on religious and moral subjects in general. Those 
knew not what they ssid, who came down from 
Judea, and taught the brethren, that except they were 
circthacised after the manner of Moses, they could 
not be saved. ‘Those who desired to call fire from 
heaven, to destroy the Samaritans, were unacquaint- 
ed with the absurdity of the request. When the dis- 
ciples desired Jesus to send the hungry multitude a- 
way unfed, they were not aware of the impropriety of 
their petition, But we cannot multiply particulars. 

Che attentive reader of the scriptures will meet with 
instances almost without number. This careless 
custom of talking has withstood the ruthless ravages 
of time, and is an evil which generally prevails at the 


satiated the ferocity of a Goth ora Vandal. But 
his antagonist pressed him to define the duration.— 
He was importunate to know how long, if not end- 
lessly, sinners would be punished. ‘The venerable 
man at last replied, I do not know, Perhaps nine 
hundreds of thousands of millions of years!! The 
limitarian, as though petrified with astonishment, 
widely glared open his eyes, lifted both hands above 
his head, and exclaimed, Well, bow much does that 
lack of eternity!!! O, a great deal, a great deal, 
said the other. Not much, not much was the re- 
joinder!! The fact is, those hundreds and thousands 
and millions of years reached beyond all duration, 
which the old man had attached, ia his mind, to the 
word ETERNITY. Wiilimy readers try the same ex- 
periment? It will probably sesult in the renuncia- 
tion of this heaven-dishonoring notion, and in some 
ineasure deliver society from its mischievous infla- 
ence. §. Hroersee, 
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Elm-Trees, May 2, 1823. 

Mr. Epiror—Towaids the close of my second 
letter, it is stated, that in a late conversation with my 
calviristic friend, he observed, in reply to what I had 
said respecting the tenderness and humane feelings 
of Jesus, how he wept at the prospect of the miseries 
about to fall op Jerusalem, and at the grave of Laz- 
arus, “ that these compassionate feelings must be con- 
sidered as springing altogether from his human 
nature; and not at all from bis divine nature,” for 
you know, he continued, “that our Saviour had two 
natures ; a human and a divine nature, most perfect- 
ly distinct from each other, yet so connected as to 
make but one person.” To which IT simply replied, 
that I did not learn this from any thing I had found 
in the old or new testament; though [ found it in 
express terms in catechisms, and most of the calvin- 
istic creeds I then recollected to have seen: And 
that in many of the rejations and confessions made 
to orthodox pastors and churches by applicants to 
become church members, and to be admitted to par- 
take of the holy sacrament, the applicants were made 
to acknowledge something of this kind, though I had 
never met with any one of them who would tell me 
what they really meant by the phrase. I asked him 
if he understood by it any thing more than that, like 
Moses and Elijah, Jesus was empowered by his God 
and Father to do mighty works, which a mere man 
could not do? At this question he appeared much 
surprised; as all honest well meaning people do 
when a plain question is put to them on a subject they 
had been taught, and tabitually considered, as too 
sacred and mysterious to be brought to the test of 





present day. How frequently do we Rear people, in 
religious conversation, state without any apparent in- 
terest or emotion, that the divine law, in its spiritual- 
ity, condemns the whole hurnan race to eternal death. 
‘These people surely know not what they say. Moses 
says of the law “Jt is not a vain thing for you be- 
cause itis your life.” ‘The Psalmist declares, “The 
law of the Lord is perfect converting the soul ;” and 
the apostle Paul, speaking of the law in its spirituali- 
ty, calls it, ‘ The law of the spirit of life, which mak- 
eth free from the law of sin and death.” How often 
(lo we hear the subjects of eternal life and endless 
punishment coolly talked upon as the just rewards 
of virtue and vice. But do such people know what 


they say? Have they carefully examined their words | 


and found them fitly chosen? Is not eternal life in 
glory rather an exorbitant demand for the imperfect 
Virtues of a frail mortal ? Is not endless punishment 
a disproportioned and evidently unjust award for lim- 
ited and temporary crimes? I entreat my readers to 
examine these matters patiently and praverfully.— 


My opinion is, that terms which import eternily of | 


duration are fashionably applied to rewards and pun- 
ishments, without affixing te them any definite ideas 
atall. An instance of this occurred when I was a 
student at the academy. A limitarian and Winches- 
terian Universalist, both venerable for age, were 
Zealously disputing on the subject of future punish- 
ment. One contended that it would be strictly end- 
less, the other that it would end in some remote pe- 


riod of eternity. The Restorationist admitted a 
14 


perpetuity of torment, which seemingly, would have 


common sense, and scripture rationally interpreted. 
|T saw his embarrassment, and told him I should say 
/but a word or two on the topic; nor would IT have 
| introduced it, or say avy thing about it, if he had not 
introduced it himself. I hoped he would take in 
good part the hints I should give him, because they 
were designed solely to put him and his friends upon 
\thinking and examining the subject. He candidly 
declared he would attend to what I should say. But, 
‘he said, he then had in mind another matter, upon 
i which be had been long desirous of hearing my opin- 
jion. “I then said to him that the common orthodox 
|notton of adouble nature in the Saviour, that is, that 
ihe was perfect God and perfect man, differing al- 
together from a mere man, with special divine pow- 
ers, like Moses and others of the special ministers 
'from Jehovah in the old testament, was a heathen 
‘notion, and first introduced by those who were ene- 
linies to Jesus himself, his simple religion and to the 
| apostles. ‘These enemies to Jesus were called Gnos- 
‘tics: and there was in the minds of some, pretty good 
‘evidence that Simon Magus, of whom we read in the 


| 





| New Testament, took the lead in this and similar no- 
tions to run down the religion which Jesus was then 
preaching ; and that most of the dogmas which now 
make up the system of Calvinism may be traced to 
this and similar errors brought into the christian 
church by converts from the heathen schools. He, 
with considerable agitation, said—“ Stop! stop! this 
is going too far! do you think to prove, or meke me 
believe. that ealvinism and orthodoxy originated 


quence is it to you where Calvinism originated ? 
And if I prove to your satisfaction it has no connec- 
tion with the religion taught by Jesus, who is the 
Chrisi, why need you be troubled about the origin 
of it? Calvin never died for you. But, replied he, 
“do you mean, or expect to make it appear that Cal- 
vinisin, or what is commonly called orthodoxy, is no 
better, or nearly the same with Gnosticism, as you 
say it is, or heathenism? I wish you would be ex- 
plicit; you seem to be always coming towards some- 
thing; but never get quite up to it; I never saw such 
amanin my life.” [said to him, I felt pleased to 
find that he was partly right, in his opinion of me; 
and though he was very much surprised at what he 
heard me say, yet he seemed disposed to hear a little 
more. He made me think of those who said let us 
hear what this Babbler has to say. Now, I continued, 
I only, like that Babbler, wish for a candid hearing ; 
and I had no doubt, but [ should satisfy him and his 
friends of the soundness of my notions, though at 
first they had produced a curious mixture, in his 
mind, of astonishment and curiosity—which I rather 
louked upon as good symptoms. Well, said he, I 
will, at some future time, hear you again on these 
strange notions. I really wish to converse a little 
with the Reverend , and our friends, whom I 
heard, not many evenings ago, converse about the 
Gnostics, Platonism,and other things which I suspect 
are connected with what you have alluded to. But 
pray, said [, what is this other subject you said you 
have been sometime desirous of hearing my opinion 
upon? “Why, said he, I think you have declared 
yourself a Unitarian and a Universalist ; and yet you 
seem occasionally to speak as if you agreed with the 
Quakers, and looked upon them as christians. Now 
I don’t very well understand how you can agree with 
the Quakers, if you are a sincere Unitarian? Uni- 
tarians attend to ordinances, Baptism and the Lords’ 
supper; but Quakers do not admit either; and if 
I have been rightly informed, you ought to exclude 
Universalists, for they never observe the sacrament 
of the supper; and I believe they do not baptize, 
though I have lately heard they do something to their 
children, they call dedication, but I could not look 
upon that as christian baptism.” Now, said he, I 
want to know your opinion of the Lords’ supper ; do 
you think it is of divine origin, and can a person be 
considered as a disciple of Jesus who does not par- 
take of the sacrament with some sect or other of chris- 
tians? “I wish,” he continued, * you would answer 
me this plain question without going all over the 
world, and to puzzle instead of improving my under- 
standing.” I replied, that I was willing to give him 
all the satisfaction I was capable of; but it was an 
important question, and he knew hundreds of volumes 
had been written on it; and I was apprehensive it 
would require some time and many words, be as short 
as I could, to give him my ideas on the subject. 
But I was inclined to think he would be pleased with 
my ideas as novelties, though he might not admit 
their correctness according to any preconceived no- 
tion of his own. And as every body is mare or less 
pleased with novelty, this must be set off against the 
loss of time ; though for his comfort, against the fears 
of a long, tedious story, I could assure him I would 
not take up half, nor a quarter of the time required 
to read Dr. Groves’ short account of the supper. I 
desired him to remember that the religion of Jesus 
is a personal exercise, and addressed more to indi- 
viduals than to corporations; each one must stand 
or fall on bis own judyment and responsibility ; each 
one usually thinks hienself right, and that every body, 
differing from him, must be wrong. Hence the in- 
dispensable obligation upon every body to exercise 
the christian grace of charity and candor to those 
whom they deem wrong ;, otherwise christian re- 
ligion will continue, as it hitherto h made, the 
occasion of much ill nature and wra 
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jamong the Heathen?” Pray, said I, of what conse- 
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